IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
INRE: COVID-19 PANDEMIC D i ‘ E

ORDER MODIFYING SUSPENSION OF IN-PERSON COURT ROCEW]&QSMD

FURTHER EXTENSION OF DEADLINES
JUVENILE COURT CLERK

BY e D.C.

-3

On March 13, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chief Justice of the

Tennessee Supreme Court declared a state of emergency for the Judicial Branch of Tennessee
government. On March 25, 2020 the Tennessee Supreme Court continued the suspension of in-
person Court Proceedings and extension of deadlines. On April 24, 2020 the Tennessee Supreme
Court entered an Order Modifying Suspension of In-Person Court Proceedings and Further
Extension of Deadlines. A copy of the Supreme Court of Tennessee Order No, ADM2020-
00428, filed April 24, 2020, is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. First and
foremost, the Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County is open and will remain open under

all circumstances, subject to the provisions of said order.

Due to concerns that this pandemic raises, all persons entering the courthouse are subject

to the following:
e Facial coverings must be worn
¢ Submit to temperature checks, if requested
¢ Answer appropriate questions designed to determine risk levels, if requested

e Ingress shall be limited to litigants, attorneys, and subpoenaed witnesses, not

friends, family and support persons.

¢ Ingress shall be limited to the Washington street entrance unless a person is

disabled, then Adams street entrance may be used.

All in-person proceedings in the Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County are
suspended from the close of business on Friday March 13, 2020 through Sunday May 31, 2020,
subject to the exceptions below. Non-emergency cases that are set for hearings during this
period of time will be continued and resef to a future date, unless you receive a notice that your

case will be heard via Zoom.



Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County will continue to conduct as much
business as possible by means other than in-person court proceedings. Juvenile Court of
Memphis and Shelby County will to continue and even increase the use of telephone,
teleconferencing, email, video conferencing or other means that do not involve in-person contact.

All of these methods are the preferred options over in-person court proceedings.

The Temporary Docket Schedule from the date of the entry of this order through May 31,
2020 pending further orders of this Court shall be:

Monday — Friday

9:00 A.M. Preliminary Hearings/Emergency Motions

9:00 A.M. In Custody Delinquency Hearings

9:30 A M. In Custody Transfer Hearings

1:00 P.M. Detention Hearings/Plea Docket/Revocation Hearings
1:00 PM. In Custody Contempt Hearings

Additional dockets may be set via Zoom.

Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County will continue to operate under the
guidelines and restrictions set forth in the Tennessee Supreme Court’s March 26, 2020 order
until the Chief Justice has approved a written plan for the Thirtieth Judicial District and

gradually begin conducting in-person court proceedings in some non- emergency matters.

Judges and Magistrates will ensure that core constitutional functions and rights are
protected. Additionally, the Juvenile Court Clerk is charged with ensuring that court functions
continue. The Court Clerk is to work cooperatively and at the direction of the presiding judge of
each judicial district to fulfill the clerks’ obligation to facilitate continuing court function.
Nevertheless judges and court clerks will continue to minimize in-person contact by utilizing
available technologies, including alternative means of filing, teleconferencing, email, and video

conferencing.

Any Tennessee state or locate rule, criminal or civil, that impedes this Court or court
clerk’s ability to utilize available technologies to limit in-person contact in suspended through
Sunday, May 31, 2020.



The Judicial office and the court clerk’s office may limit in-person contact with the
public during the period of suspension, but must remain open for business. If it becomes
necessary to restrict physical access to Judicial or the court clerk’s offices during the period of
suspension, these offices shall remain accessible by telephone, email and fax to the extent
possible during regular hours. If available, drop boxes will be used for conventionaily filed

documents.

Deadlines set forth in court rules, statutes, ordinances, administrative rules, or otherwise
that are set to expire during the period from Friday, March 13, 2020, through Sunday May 31,
2020, are hereby extended through Friday, June 5, 2020. This extension does not apply to
deadlines set forth in the Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure or the Rules of the Tennessee
Supreme Court, except as otherwise provided by the orders of this Court entered March 27, 2020
(Order Suspending Board of Professional Responsibility’s Proceeding and Extending Deadlines)
( Order Regarding Continuing Legal Education), March 31, 2020 {Order Clarifying the
Extension of Deadlines), and April 2, 2020 (Order Temporarily Modifying Certain Provisions of
Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 7). This extension does not apply to deadlines set forth in pre-
trial scheduling orders, but such deadlines remain subject to extension by the trial courts in their
discretion. Statues of limitations and statutes of repose that would otherwise expire during the
period from Friday, March 13, 2020, through Sunday, May 31, 2020 are hereby extended
through Friday, June 5, 2020. Deadlines, statutes of limitations, and statues of reposes that are
not set to expire during the prior from Friday, march 13, 2020 through Sunday May 31, 2020 are
not extended or tolled by this order.

Attorneys are encouraged to utilize the “Online Notary Public Act,” and the regulations
promulgated by the Secretary of State. Additionally, Executive Order No. 26 issued by
Governor Lee on April 9, 2020 addresses notary issues. With regard to court filings, declarations
under penalty of perjury may be issued as an alternative to a notary. The use of electronic
signatures as provided under Rule 5B of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure and Rules of 46
and 46A of the Tennessee Supreme Court is extended to any pleadings or documents to be filed
or served by conventional means during the time that the state of emergency for the Judicial

Branch remains in place.



Orders of protection and temporary injunctions that would otherwise expire during the
period from Friday March 13, 2020 through Sunday May 31, 2020 are hereby extended through
Friday June 5, 2020.

Under the terms of this order, the Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County remains
open, consistent with the Judicial Branch’s obligation to mitigate the risk associated with
COVID-19. The Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County will work with local law
enforcement and other county officials to ensure that, to the extent possible, the courthouse

remains accessible to carry out essential constitutional functions and time-sensitive proceedings.

This order is intended to be interpreted broadly for protection of the public from risks
associated with COVID-19,

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED. e ———
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Juvenile Court Judge

dbk/DHM



