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the Month:
"The best preparation for
good work tomorrow is to do
good work today....." Elbert Hubbard
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JUDICIAL MEMBERS

WELCOME
TO THE TEAM

STEPHEN
BUSH
Mr. Stephen Bush is the
Administrative
Court

of

Officer

Memphis

Chief

of

Juvenile

and

Shelby

County. Mr. Bush, while new to this
role, is not new to this building. Mr.
Bush

served

as

both

a

public

defender and as Shelby County’s
Chief Public Defender before retiring
in 2018 after 27 years of service. Mr.

Chief
Administrative
Officer, CAO

Bush

worked

systems,

to

including

develop
one

new

for

the

juvenile defender unit, that earned
kudos

from

the

United

States

Department of Justice. He is also
behind the Jericho Project, a pre-trial
diversion

program

that

allowed

Shelby County to provide people in
custody and experiencing mental
health and substance use issues with
treatment and follow-ups.
Mr. Bush is looking forward to
serving alongside each of you as we
collectively work towards bettering
the court and the children and
families we serve.
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Chief
Magistrate
AFTAN
STRONG
Aftan is honored and humbled by the
appointment to serve as the Chief
Magistrate of the Shelby County Juvenile
Court. Aftan has dedicated her life and
legal career to juvenile justice work. Aftan’s
career has given her an opportunity to
serve in each role of each attorney who
enters the court and has given her an
opportunity to represent each type of
client who enters the court. Aftan
understands and empathizes with fellow
members of the bar who are private
attorneys working on custody, visitation,
grandparents rights, and child support,
and Aftan knows what it means to
represent the state, defendants, parents,
children, and grandparents.
Prior to working in the juvenile detention
center for the Department of Youth
Services, Aftan worked as a mental health
counselor at Aspire, a therapeutic after
school program. At Aspire, Aftan learned
the impact that mental health treatment

could have on a child’s development and
life trajectory. Aftan realized that mental
health counseling was likewise impactful in
changing the trajectory of incarcerated
youth and others who had come in contact
with the criminal justice system. However,
counseling young people after they had
been issued sentences made Aftan
realize that she wanted to be the person
administering justice for our youth,
innovating in the field of juvenile justice,
and
addressing
issues
like
disproportionate minority contact (the
propensity for children of color to come in
contact with the criminal justice system at
a higher rate than their counterparts).
After completing her Master of Science in
Counseling and Forensic Psychology at
William James College in Newton, MA,
Aftan began law school at Belmont
University College of Law in Nashville, TN.
At Belmont,
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Aftan realized that a law degree would be
her license to change lives. Aftan focused
her studies on family and juvenile law.
Aftan worked at the Public Defender’s
Office for the 21st Judicial District
defending criminal clients in general
sessions court. Aftan later worked at the
Metropolitan Public Defender’s Office in
Nashville defending criminal clients in
criminal court. Thereafter, Aftan worked
at the Davidson County District Attorney’s
Office in the juvenile division. While in
Davidson County’s juvenile division, Aftan
was able to practice restorative justice,
seeing to the defendants being given an
appropriate sentence while making sure
that the victims were made whole.
After working for children and families in
public service, Aftan continued that work
in private practice at the law firm of
Manson Johnson Conner, PLLC in
Nashville, Tennessee. While there, Aftan
represented both the parents and the
children in dependency and neglect cases,
child support cases, and custody and
visitation cases.
After working at Manson Johnson Conner,
PLLC, Aftan founded The Family Law Firm,
PLLC and opened the firm’s first office in
her hometown, Memphis, Tennessee. The
Family Law Firm has grown to represent
families across the state with offices in
Memphis, Nashville, Chattanooga, and
Knoxville. As the Managing Member of
The Family Law Firm, Aftan saw her work
as much more than the provision of legal
services. Aftan felt a sense of commitment
to bettering the lives of all children and

families in the cities served by The Family
Law Firm, so Aftan made personal
sacrifices to have the rates, staff, and
resources to represent more clients
across the state and handle more cases
across the state than the typical law firm
model would allow. While running the
Family Law Firm, Aftan also remained
active in the mental health community by
representing counselors, social workers,
psychologists, and psychiatrists across the
state and speaking at mental health
conferences regarding counseling and the
law.
the defendants being given an
appropriate sentence while making sure
that the victims were made whole.
After working for children and families in
public service, Aftan continued that work
in private practice at the law firm of
Manson Johnson Conner, PLLC in
Nashville, Tennessee. While there, Aftan
represented both the parents and the
children in dependency and neglect cases,
child support cases, and custody and
visitation cases.
Aftan earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Medicine, Health and Society from
Vanderbilt University, a Master of Science
in Counseling and Forensic Psychology
from William James College, and a Juris
Doctor from Belmont University. Aftan is a
member of The Links Incorporated, the
Membership Engagement Chair for the
Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers, and
a member of the Board of Directors of
Girls, Inc. of Memphis. Aftan is married to
her high school sweetheart, Jimmie, and
they have one son, Jettsen.
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RAY
GLASGOW
Chief Legal
Officer/Magistrate
Judge
W. Ray Glasgow proudly refers to himself as a fullblooded Memphian, having called Memphis home
his whole life. He is a product of Memphis City
Schools, graduating from Messick High School and
received his Bachelor of Arts degree as a Political
Science major in 1979 from Memphis State
University. He served as Secretary of Academic
Affairs in the Student Government Association at
the university under three different SGA
Presidents from 1976-1979.
In 1983, he opened a specialized automotive
machine shop with the goal of financing his
ambition to practice law. In 1988 Ray and his
wife,Sherry had their first child and the second
came along two years later. However, in 1998
Ray was able to begin law school and maintain his
business by driving two nights a week to attend
evening classes at Nashville School of Law, an
outstanding part time law school whose night
classes are taught by practicing attorneys
and judges, including Appellate and Supreme
Court Justices.
Ray graduated from Nashville School of Law in
2003 and received the Moot Court Award for
outstanding preparation and performance in the
courtroom. What he is most proud of is leading his
graduating class to purchase a copy of Sir William
Blackstone’s “Commentaries on the Laws of
England,” one of the greatest legal treatises written
in the English language. a police officer killed in
the line of duty on December 8, 2001.

The class dedicated this gift to the school in
honor of fellow student Candice Ripp,
After a few years in the Twenty-Fifth Judicial
District working for the State of Tennessee as a
criminal defense attorney, he began his solo
practice in 2006. Part of his desire to practice
independently was brought about by working
with juvenile delinquents. He was drawn to the
need to address the disparities and shortcomings
in the law when children are the main actors and
parties.
As his practice became more focused on
addressing the challenging and intriguing
questions presented by child welfare law, the the
need for changes in the law and how families
were treated in the courts became all the more
compelling. It is for those reasons Glasgow
supported Judge Sugarmon in his 2014 election
effort and why he supports him today. Glasgow
brings a deep appreciation for the constitutional
principles of American Jurisprudence as well as
extensive experience representing both children
and parents in juvenile, circuit, and chancery
courts. He is determined to use his tools to the
best of his ability and stand with Judge
Sugarmon and his fellow staff members to bring
a positive change to our Juvenile Court and our
community. Ray and his wife, Sherry graduated
high school together and are the proud parents of
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two sons and one grandchild.

EVELYN
MORROW

SPECIAL ASSISTANTCOMMUNITY LIAISON
Evelyn
H.
Morrow
is
an
Administrator with Juvenile Court of
Memphis. Throughout her career
she has worked in various leadership
and volunteer roles. Public Relation,
Marketing Personnel Administration
and Executive has shaped her career.
Prior to her appointment with
Juvenile Court, Evelyn worked as a
Public Relation, Marketing and
Advertising Consultant over the
course of 20 years for individuals,
small
businesses,
and
large
corporations she has worked for
companies
such
as
Willis
Broadcasting, WVOJ Radio Station
Jacksonville FL and WMC-AM.
Evelyn attended Marymount College
and Central State University. When
she is not working she enjoys

spending time with her daughter
and 3-year-old grandson, Masyn.
She lives by this quote:
“Being humble means recognizing
that we are not on earth to see
how important we can become,
but to see how much of a
difference we can make in the lives
of others.”
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October 26, 2022

Survivors

CANCER
AWARENESS
Let's Fight This Cancer
Together !
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DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
Let's work together to put an
end to domestic violence, so
speak up about it!

D O M E S T I C

VIOLENCE
A W A R E N E S S
M O N T H
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NATIONAL
FAITH & BLUE

Good Times for
Great Souls
ARTICLE SUBMITTED
BY:DEBBIE HOLDMAN

The National Faith &
Blue weekend is a 4 day
weekend where police,
clergy and the
communities come
together to celebrate
youth that were killed as
a result of gun violence. It
allows the community to
see up-close and personal
that police aren't bad
people. Clergy are
involved for the spiritual
component.
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NATIONAL FAITH &
BLUE

Good Times for
Great Souls(cont'd)
ARTICLE SUBMITTED
BY:DEBBIE HOLDMAN

The pictures posted on
the signs in the ground
are youth that died to
gun violence over the
past 12 months. Each
family
is
celebrated,
encouraged and they are
given a plaque with their
child's name on it.
We ended this event with
a softball game between
police, clergy, and kids
from
the
community.
Tillman came in 2nd
place this year.
If you can't do great things in a grand way, start small things in a
11
small way. You can still get there!

EMPOWERED PARENTS

FORUM

The Parents Focus Group had a
lively atmosphere, with discussions
and topics on developing ideas to
assist parents and young people
in diverting from or navigating
the juvenile justice system.
If you know of any parents, guardians, and care providers of youth
who have had any contact with the
juvenile justice system, please have
them to contact Kimbrell Owens @
Kimbrell.Owens@shelbycountytn.
gov.

(above)Left to RIght: Avis Allen, Dr. Stephanie Hill, Judge Sugarmon, and Tamika Williams

On October 19, 2022, Kimbrell Owens hosted
Juvenile

Court’s

Parents

Focus

Group

Meeting at Memphis Dream Center. The
purpose of the Parents Focus Group Meeting
is to bring together parents, guardians, and
care providers of youth who have had any
contact with the juvenile justice system.
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CEASEFIRE
The October 25, 2022

OCTOBER

Ceasefire Gun Program was
held at Grace Baptist Church.
The class is held once a
month to address Youth Gun
Violence. The goal of this

CHIEF MAGAZINE
Designer ' s Opening Message

AMBER STUDIO

particular class was for youth
who were not familiar with
each other to work together

instead of against each other
Robert Hill, CFO at Juvenile Court,
T I M E L E S S T R I N K E Tto
S achieve common goal. The
addressing the parents
Identity
Identity

youth were randomly divided

DREAMCOMS
Identity

CHIEF MAGAZINE
Editor ial Design

into 5 teams and had to find
a way to get each of their
teammates through specific

WELCOME

holes in a spider web.

Editor ial Design
Web Design

OMEGA PRODUCTIONS

Briggitte Rodgers (host)
posing with members of
the Black Swordsmen
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Motorcycle Club

OCTOBER

2022

PRE- RELEASE
CLASS

The Youth Services Bureau celebrated its October Pre Release Class where 21 youth and their families were
eligible to attend. This is YSB’s opportunity to:
To recognize youth who are eligible for release from YSB supervision.
To provide community resources to our youth and families.
To educate youth and families on how to recover driver’s license or driving privileges, if revoked.
To provide information to our youth on the process of having their juvenile record expunged.
Dr. JB Blocker, Manager with the Memphis and Shelby County School System’s Office of Student Equity
Enrollment & Discipline shared valuable information regarding their department and the many services that are
provided.
We also congratulated the youth and YSB Juvenile Service Counselors for having “Exceptional Probationers”
during their time under Youth Services Bureau Supervision. The Counselor’s leadership helped the youth to
stay on track! Way to go YSB Team!
Counselors are pictured from left to right: Audry Cobbs, Bryan Branch and Cloteal Bowers
Mr. Cook was speaking on Orders of Denial
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OCTOBER

BIRTHDAYS
1
6
6
17
23
30

JOHN RITTER
ALEXANDRIA VIRGOUS
ZACCHAEUS WILLIAMS
DEBRA SALTERS
CHANTAY KNOX
CLARENCE WALKER
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EDITOR'S
LETTER
My name is Tamika Williams, Research Specialist
here at the Memphis and Shelby County
Juvenile Court. I am pleased to bring to you this
month’s issue of the Memphis and Shelby
County Juvenile Court Newsletter.
This Court demonstrates and exemplifies what
it means to stand together as a community and
while now serving under the leadership of the
Honorable Tarik B. Sugarmon, the Court aims to
reach new levels in helping to bring change and
outcome-driven results within Memphis and
Shelby County.
Lastly, I’d like to thank all of you for your
contributions and support, without you this
newsletter couldn’t happen.

Kind regards,

Tamika Williams
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
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